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ot all scars are visible toithe naked eyeé.
Somesematn hidden; consumed by the
darkness of memory, = i
where thedelicate suf-
fering ofihope serves:
only: asta' constant
remindertols a' pain
‘once endured but
never forgotten. These are:

pletely heals === +

Max Steinmetz has;
many scars.

As a’Holocaust survivor,
Sieinmetz hasswitnessed
evil and dropped his eyes
from its hateful stare. His body has withstood the
depths of humancruelty thatdestroyed his willfo

STEINMETZ

¢+live,’And his mind has spentithe past' 50 years
i strigaling tofind reason amid the insanity of the

Nazi'a*Final'Solution’ thatincHided the torure
and maskmurdecof & million Jews — two-thirds =i

. ofthe Eumn Jewish population — his entire | -

I begun 1o talk with his three children

family among theat, doning World War 1|
Steinmetz, 79, who now livesin Birmingham
where he istretired" from‘the retail  business;

Holocaust:never happen again isito’reveal his
scars and the’ scars of all the'survivors 1o the

= knows theonly. way to ensure the atrocities ofithe =

world; So he'll'be shannp 'his/story: a5 part of &

. Jacksonville: State University's annuall Comi=

memorationof the Holocaust of World Waril on
Thursday. The event takes place 21'7:30 pim.tin
the Stone Center Theater: :

Simply because he'is willing to do so dogsnit:

mean that' speaking about his survivalin two of

i thesmost infamous exiermination camps —
WAuschwitz and Dachau — has goiten any easier,

Ih'fact, Steinmetz says that he has 'onigorecénuy
sout what

happened to him,

“ljustican’t,” his says'in a voice thick with

regret, his‘eyes ‘darting and distant! “It's very
emotional to falk about because talking about it!

means reliving it Bulthereason that] finally did

start'to speakito people/was becauss Twantedito

- _Plonse sou STEINM
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Above, the spotiight inithe main tower over the entrance to the uploading ramp at Birkenau, the s
Auschwitz. Erisoners’ wooden clogs, right; ara now part of the Auschwitz Mussum archivesin Poland!
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Ppeop: :
mfm hesays. “People iave 8

U medis’ pop-culture “sense that
something’ did ‘happen, but'the®

L level of accurate’ discourse s

\severely lacking, There's amultis
plicity of levels of understanding

andmostpcoplcmﬂyhavcav_ay.- ]

wery general knowledge.™
o~ The Holocatst; taken from the
Greek word meaning Msacrifice

¥ by fire," was the sysicmalic, state-

on and mur-

persecuty
\dér of more thin | I'million peo~

“ples In addition to the Jews, 5 mil-
lion were homasexuals, mentally
of physically handk:appcd. Savi-
etPOWS, gypsies, Jehovah's Wit-
_nesses, ‘Slavio. people, socialisis
and commitnists, The genocide
essentlally began when the Nazi
W Paity came to power, in Germany
“nJununry. 1933, secording 1o the
Holbcaust Museum, !
The Nazid believed that Ger-
manswere “racially superior”and
that the Jews, deemed * inferion,”
were. “lifecunworthy, of life.
according to the muscum’s Web
site. During the “'Final Solution™
of the Holocaust, which took
‘place between July 31,1941, and
April 29, 1945, millions of Jews
were imprisoned inconcentration
camps where they were ritualisti-
cally starved, beaten, murdered
“with' poisonous gases, shot and
bumed.

&t changed ‘me in‘so many.:

ways. 1 don't have much trust for
humanity,” Steinmeiz says. *If it
happened once. it can happea
again: That's why we must
reniember ¥

“They're all dead’

1n the fall of 1943, Max Stein-
metz, along with his entire family,
and hundreds of Jews, stood on

pof & Polish rail-

ing inline for*the

i the background

hung a'steel sign that mockingly

welcomed the starving, confused

prisoners (o Auschwitz, the

largest and most infamous of the

exfermination  camps. Arbeit

Machi Frei, the sign read '—
*Work Makes You Free."

“We werc completely mis-
led,” Steinmetz remembers: *We
didn't know where we were going
or,what would hiippen io us when
we gol there, We were 1old only
that we were going 1o labor camps
as '3 whole family and would be
givenachanceto startanew life.”

Bomn in what would become
Hungary, Stzinmetz and his fams
ily were sequestered with other
Jews in ghettos before German
soldiers forced them' Onid train
cars. They spent three days riding
in freight cars packed with peo-
ple, and with only a third of a foal
of bread to ‘eat apiece during the

-entire trip,. When  the . doors
opened:in. Poland, ‘they werg
thankful to breathe fresh air again.

1\ | But as they siood on the rail-
way platform, German. doctors
_stalked tho'crowd, pointing some
prisoners Lo the lefi and otheni lo
theright Rightyaslifei

- oy M |

Courtemy photo/The United Stres Holocaust Memorial Museum
Prisoners endured hours of grueling Iabor at Auschwitz.

centration camp, left was death n
the gas chambers, but none of
them knew that at the time. Sicir-
metz says.

On_the plaform, Steinmetz
came face-to-face with Dr. Josef
Mengele, *The Angel of Death™
who was known for. wearing
white leather gloves and
whistling Wagneroperas while he

worked.: 'After looking. the 16-.

year-old Swinmetz over, with a

wave of his hand Mengele sent the

teenager, along with his younger
brother, to the rights Steinmelz's
mother, father and ‘baby sister
w:r:scmwrheldl. Heumk!

never see them again,

Later: that night, sick/ with
worry.he grabbed the attention of
a passing pnisontr, a man, who
knew ‘a|great deal aboul the
prison.. including the’ hormible
stench that hung heavy in the air,
which Sieinmeiz déscribes as
“smeliing like buming mear™

“1 asked him'what it was.™

= Steinmetz says:

“You don 't know?2

““No 1 said.

*When di s you come heﬂ:"'

“This moming.”

W‘Imnbout }wr parenis, did

they come with you?"'

s

“Where did they go'when you
gotoffthe train?'

“Tothe lefL”

“That’s what you smell. That's
the cremalonium ‘t’ourpmmqu.rt
dead and thats.them being

Prisoners sent 1o the left were
urged quietly forwardinto “shows=
er rooms,” where they were
stripped of their clothes and told
that they were about 1o be bathed
and given fresh clothes, There
wene water pipesandspraysalong
the ceiling, but no drains on the
floor, : .
Instead of waler, Zyklon B gas

spewed from  the ‘showerheads,
killing all inside within a matter of
minutes. The dead bodies were
then piled into ox carts and [aken
1o the crematorium in back where
their remains were burned.
According to calculations by Ger-
man_authorities, 1440 corpses
could be cremated every 24 hours.

*I couldn’t believe it Stein-
metz says, 1 simply refused 1o
believe it My entire family was
gone — dead.™

During his time at Auschwitz,
Steinmetzand his brother worked
from 5 agn, until dusk. They were
beaten if moved too slow or
didnit work hard enough for the
guards’ satisfaction. They were
fed barely enough Lo keep them
alive — 1,300 calories; a'day,
1,700 for. those working hard
lebor.. Though rarely received;
even these ration were nol
enough, end many starved, >

The only thing péchaps more
constant than the beatings and
starvation  diet’ was death. It
loomed: over everything. reduc-
ing vibrant men o ghosts simply
waiting for their nim die.

“There was no such thing as
camamderic,” he says, his hand
gestures pleading. “There was
Onlymmlﬂg—-m !-umw That

{ 'Mrmt'omuﬁtiﬁﬁhwﬁu

was our goal and aftera while that*

didn’teven matter anymore, You |

lase your will to reason, You lose

nll hope because therelS nofulure.
HWe thought  we' were - alls

doomed, that Wewere all going 1o

die.”
Afterionly a Tew! weeks, a
Auschwitz,: Steinmetz: and hiss

brother again werepacked into}

freight cars and taken to Dachau

InGermany, the oldest concertras

tion'camp and Known as “murder

school'! because ft trnined ©

sy
that wenl toother camps. /Al
Dachaii) Steinmetz: would grows
even more comfortable withis

Eyentually, b
hogpitakio reco
LSS cltizenship and]
nppllcnuun Wits grunl.\:d
fier [iving in

past 20:0150 Vearsiin B Fic
‘ham, HE s the ruahﬁ.ufmm- i

death on Feb, 4, 1945, the day his:—

brother finallyletgonfterholding
on for 50 long.

“He staryed g death,” he says.
*He acrually starved to desth: He
became so weak that hc couldn't
walk:

“He told me just before I went
out to work, that he wouldn't be
alive when I got back, And he
wasn't. I never saw him again
aftenthar MOMming:

“Whert he died, . didn’f really
moum,notatthe ime, "t Steinmctz
says Yol see somuich death that
il becomes routine, A guy Works
ing in front of you gets a bullet in
the head for no good reason —
you don't think twice. Your just
siep over him and move on.®

never relumed ta h

~ Hungary,

rANd Hlmosl cvct)r i
wrestles Wit :hm.

hc Bays, "!l \.m\n ‘L ute ordest]
mnybc & mirscle,

Just Kirviveds

and fgr that

ustis >y
C'r}nma Hrett Bl-‘cﬂm‘r .

. Spnng]rutlrv New & \"inw

F?pl!lg f{od il

(Ad I"hﬂ Oﬂut B-IJK L]

A i [

=
=5,






