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ARC SPOTLIGHT 
 

 

 

The Town of Tracy City released a map showing the route of the Downtown Tracy 

City project, consisting of more than a mile of the Mountain Goat Trail. Map Courtesy 

of Mountain Goat Trail Alliance. 

“Service Layer Credits: Esri, USDA Farm Service Agency. Created by Chris Van de 

Ven, Landscape Analysis Lab, University of the South, Aug., 2017.” 

Gateways to Economic Development  
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Since 2007, ARC and the National Endowment for the Arts, in partnership with the Conservation 

Fund, have helped Appalachian "gateway" communities—those that are entry points, or border, 

Appalachia's national and state parks and forests-- expand tourism, arts, and other economic 

development opportunities. With programming that has included targeted technical assistance, 

community tourism assessments, tourism planning workshops, and small grants for project 

implementation, the Appalachian Gateway Communities Initiative (AGCI) has touched more 

than 1,000 communities and 100 counties. Last year, representatives from Tracy City, 

Tennessee, attended an AGCI workshop to reinforce their efforts to connect trails, including 

the Mountain Goat Trail, throughout their community and develop a community park with a 

gathering space. As a result of the workshop, the team is now actively implementing an action 

plan that integrates trail access with nature, culture, the arts, and active living. 

 

In August 2018, the Conservation Fund will host the Advanced Project Implementation 

Workshop for Appalachian Gateway Communities in Shepherdstown, WV. This 3-day workshop 

is designed for teams from gateway communities that have previously participated in AGCI 

activities or are ready to implement new or ongoing community projects. In addition to hearing 

from both national and regional experts, a main feature of the workshop will be to reassess and 

build capacity for community projects and planning efforts, as well as receive technical 

assistance on various topics to develop an action-oriented roadmap for implementation. To 

participate, interested teams must submit a letter of intent, including information about the 

prospective team as well as a brief description of the project, by March 15, 2018.  

  
 

 

INVESTMENTS IN ACTION 
 

 

 

Tennessee Governor Bill Haslam announces the selection of Allied Dispatch 

Solutions for a new call center facility being built in Hancock County, Tennessee. The 

company will create at least 100 local jobs.  
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Call Center to bring 100 Jobs to Hancock County, TN 
  

Last week, Governor Bill Haslam Tennessee and the Tennessee Department of Economic and 

Community Development (TNECD) Commissioner Bob Rolfe announced that Allied Dispatch 

Solutions has been chosen to occupy an 18,000-square-foot call center facility in Hancock 

County, Tennessee. The company will create more than 100 jobs in the local economy. ARC, 

USDA Rural Development, and the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development’s 

Community Development Block Grant program have provided funding to support the 

construction and buildout of the call center, which began this month. 

  

The call center project is part of the TNECD’s Project 95 effort, which combines resources from 

federal partners and state agencies to promote economic growth in Hancock County, an ARC-

designated distressed county. In FY 2018, eleven of Tennessee’s 52 Appalachian counties were 

considered distressed. Project 95 aims to eliminate all distressed counties in Tennessee by 

2025. 

 

 

APPALACHIA IN THE NEWS 
 

 

ARC to sponsor state forest inventory, The Register-Herald, Beckley, West Virginia 

  

Grant expands Red Bay health science, Franklin County Times, Russellville, Alabama 

  

I-TECH Academy has Open Day, The Digital Courier, Forest City, North Carolina 

  

Free summer opportunity for Appalachian students and teachers, Perry County Tribune, New 

Lexington, Ohio 

  

Kentucky Community and Technical College System celebrating National Entrepreneurship 

Week, Kentucky Forward 

 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

ARC 2018 POWER Webinar Series 

March 1: Finding the Right Match to Meet the 2018 POWER RFP Match 

Requirements  

  

ARC 2018 POWER Initiative Regional Workshops 

February 28: Daniels, WV 

March 8: Hazard, KY 

March 14: Tuscaloosa, AL 
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Development District Association of Appalachia 2018 Annual Conference 

Arlington, Virginia 

March 18–21 

 

 

 

 

 

The Appalachian Regional Commission (ARC) is an economic development 

agency of the federal government and 13 state governments focusing on 420 

counties across the Appalachian Region. ARC’s mission is to innovate, 

partner, and invest to build community capacity and strengthen economic 

growth in Appalachia to help the Region achieve socioeconomic parity with the 

nation. 
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