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ARC SPOTLIGHT 
 

 

 

Digital Careers Now is growing the digital economy in eastern Kentucky through 

employer-driven workforce training in a number of thriving sectors.  
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Building the Digital Economy in Eastern Kentucky  
 

Digital Careers Now, launched through the 2017 East Kentucky Coal County Transformation 

ARC [arc.gov/power]POWER grant, is focused on bridging the gap between employers and 

career seekers in the areas of advanced manufacturing, cyber security, medical coding, and 

information technology. The program offers a comprehensive, employer-driven workforce 

development curriculum focused on building the digital economy and strengthening digital 

innovation and entrepreneurship across a 16-county region in eastern Kentucky. According to 

program leaders, the organization has had early success working with employers who have jobs 

available but have had difficulty finding candidates trained in industry-specific skills. In other 

cases, they work closely with ambitious career seekers who are ready to be employed but lack 

the specialized training required for available jobs. Recently, when a government IT contractor 

was recruiting 100 workers in Barboursville, Kentucky, Digital Careers Now was able to tailor 

training specifically to the type of work an employee would be required to do for these particular 

jobs, and also offered trainees the opportunity to enroll in a nationally recognized certification 

program to expand their skills. 

  

Digital Careers Now has already served 61 clients, of an anticipated 300 in the first two years of 

the program. Of those initial participants, nearly 50 have already been hired. Digital Careers 

Now is run by Big Sandy Community and Technical College in collaboration with 

[hazard.kctcs.edu]Hazard Community and Technical College and Southeast Kentucky 

Community and Technical College, and in partnership with Shaping Our Appalachia 

Region (SOAR), and Eastern Kentucky Concentrated Employment Program (EKCEP). 
 

 

INVESTMENTS IN ACTION 
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ARC Federal Co-Chair Earl Gohl addresses the crowd at the Rural Impact Investment 

Symposium in Athens, Ohio on March 2.  

 

Impact Investing in Central Appalachia 
  

“Appalachia is the next great investment opportunity in America,” said ARC Federal Co-Chair 

Earl Gohl to 75 tri-state funders, service providers, and social enterprises gathered for the 

March 2 “Rural Impact Investment Symposium.” Hosted by the ARC-funded Social Enterprise 

Ecosystem(SEE) at Ohio University in Athens, Ohio, the symposium aimed to increase 

awareness about impact investing, enhance social entrepreneurs’ access to capital, and create 

momentum for future community action around regional impact investing. Participants attended 

workshops and engaged in an active Q&A session with a variety of key players in the impact 

investing sector, including [maced.org]Mountain Association for Community Economic 

Development (MACED) in Kentucky and LOCUS Impact Investing in Virginia. 

  

The Symposium builds on SEE’s development services to over 35 local social enterprises and 

local investors, who have, in 9 months, leveraged over $3.4M in funding and investment. Follow-

on discussion and actions advanced impact investment opportunities for regional investors and 

social enterprises. SEE and regional ecosystem partners plan additional forums to chart detailed 

implementation of impact investment strategies and engage investible social enterprises directly 

with potential funders. The SEE team, made up of Ohio University’s Voinovich School, 

the Foundation for Appalachian Ohio, Parkersburg Area Community Foundation, and Rural 

Action, continues to seek, develop and connect Central Appalachian funders and social 

enterprises in ongoing rural impact efforts. 

 

https://arc.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9bfa82f6fd59f9f14e40259c1&id=4adfbb42d7&e=0452544ef3
https://arc.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9bfa82f6fd59f9f14e40259c1&id=4adfbb42d7&e=0452544ef3
https://arc.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9bfa82f6fd59f9f14e40259c1&id=a56ef9df9b&e=0452544ef3
https://arc.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9bfa82f6fd59f9f14e40259c1&id=d1a68b3e02&e=0452544ef3
https://arc.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9bfa82f6fd59f9f14e40259c1&id=dd97bb7a1c&e=0452544ef3
https://arc.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9bfa82f6fd59f9f14e40259c1&id=1ccba1810f&e=0452544ef3
https://arc.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9bfa82f6fd59f9f14e40259c1&id=48a5d3a723&e=0452544ef3
https://arc.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9bfa82f6fd59f9f14e40259c1&id=48a5d3a723&e=0452544ef3
https://arc.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9bfa82f6fd59f9f14e40259c1&id=0556ef5eb2&e=0452544ef3


 

APPALACHIA IN THE NEWS 
 

 

Economic Diversity: 8 Ideas with Momentum Inside Appalachia, Inside Appalachia 

  

Avery County Chamber of Commerce Receives Grant to Expand and Improve Internet 

Access, High Country Press, Boone, North Carolina 

  

Sewer line groundbreaking dedicated to former board member, Hazard-Herald, Hazard, 

Kentucky 

  

New Interest in HIV Prevention for Vulnerable Communities after Years of Defunding, West 

Virginia Public Broadcasting 

  

Free Program Offers Fast-track to Joining the Natural Gas Industry, Rigzone, 3/7/18 

 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

 

ARC 2018 POWER Initiative Regional Workshops 

March 14: Tuscaloosa, AL 

  

Development District Association of Appalachia 2018 Annual Conference 

Arlington, Virginia 

March 18–21 

  

Appalachia Funders Network 2018 Annual Meeting 

Pikeville, Kentucky 

April 24–26 

 

Rural RISE Summit 

Davis, West Virginia 

May 15–16 

 

 

 

JOB OPPORTUNITIES 
 

ARC is Hiring a Program Analyst 

ARC is hiring a Program Analyst for the Appalachian Leadership Development 

Institute to partner with states, agencies, community groups, educational institutions, 

etc. to research community leadership development models and design, then launch 

and implement a new leadership program impacting next generation leaders, 
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particularly those in distressed or rural communities in the Appalachian Region. 

Find out more and apply. 

 

 

 

 

 

The Appalachian Regional Commission (ARC) is an economic development 

agency of the federal government and 13 state governments focusing on 420 

counties across the Appalachian Region. ARC’s mission is to innovate, 

partner, and invest to build community capacity and strengthen economic 

growth in Appalachia to help the Region achieve socioeconomic parity with the 

nation. 
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